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Spring has come to the 
Yadkin Valley, and what 
a glorious time it is! Any 
season is a great time to 
visit the wineries in our 
state, but springtime is 
extra special. Not only is 
the scenery lovely this time 
of year, but you can get a 
lot of “bang for your buck,” 
so to speak, and experience 
multiple wineries at once 
at the many wine festivals 
that take place during the 
spring.

I confess that my favorite 
is the Yadkin Valley Wine 
Festival right here in the 
heart of the valley in Elkin, 
North Carolina. I feel like 
it’s one of the best kept 
secrets of our region and 

there’s a selfish part of me 
that doesn’t want to the 
word to spread about this 
fantastic festival. But, it’d 
be a shame not to share the 
secret. The Yadkin Valley 
Wine Festival is not only 
in a terrific location, with 
shuttle access from most 
area hotels, it’s also just a 
great crowd. And when I 
say crowd, it’s not a huge 
crowd. The event brings in a 
great number of people, but 
there’s still always a spot 
at the tasting bars, with no 
long lines to wait in.

Last year was an espe-
cially special day for me as I 
celebrated my bachelorette 
party at the festival, sur-
rounded by friends who 

were first time visitors to 
the festival. I think they’re 
hooked and plan to come 
back this year, only without 
the pink feather boas they 
all wore in honor of my 
upcoming nuptials.

There are plenty of other 
festivals this spring to 
keep wine lovers busy. We 
also have a new winery in 
the Yadkin Valley that just 
opened last fall. I hope 
you’ll be spending some 
time here in the Yadkin Val-
ley this spring to enjoy all 
we have to offer!

With a grapeful heart,

Kitsey Burns Harrison
Staff Writer - On The Vine 

Magazine

Kitsey Burns Harrison | On The Vine

Spring has sprung
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Kitsey Burns Harrison | On The Vine

Piccione welcomes visitors to enjoy the lovely view from the patio and bring along a picnic. This summer they also will have food trucks on site on Saturdays.

By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com 

It may be the newest 
winery on the block in the 
Yadkin Valley, but Piccione 
is quickly gaining a group of 
following. Located at 2364 
Cedar Forest Road, Ronda, 
the winery is owned by Dr. 
William Piccione. Tasting 
Room Manager Hailey Klep-
cyk said that though Piccione 
resides in Chicago, he fre-
quently visits the vineyard.

On a Wednesday afternoon 
in March, one of the first 
lovely days of spring, the 
tasting bar was nearly full. 
Sue and Mark Phillips, of 
Greensboro, were among the 
visitors enjoying a mid-week 
wine tasting. The couple has 

visited 91 of the wineries in 
the state. They said that Pic-
cione is quickly rising to the 
top of their list of favorite 
wineries to visit.

The winery tasting room 
is in a temporary building 
that much resembles a house, 
but Klepcyk said eventually 
a more permanent building 
will be built on the site.

Piccione owns 100 acres 
and has 15 acres planted 
with eight different grape 
varietals.

The owner is of Italian 
descent and remembers 
watching the wine making 
process as a youngster.

“His grandfather came 
over from Italy through Ellis 
Island and he remembers 
him making wine as a child,” 

Klepcyk explained. “It’s 
always been a part of his fam-
ily and heritage.”

The vines were planted 
in 2010 and Piccione got its 
first harvest in 2013. The 
wines are being produced by 
the Yadkin Valley Wine Com-
pany, though in the future 
they hope to have the wine 
making done on site.

Like it’s next door neigh-
bor Raffaldini, Piccione also 
produces some Italian wines. 
The winery makes some 
French style wines as well.

“We’re not limiting our-
selves to just the Italian vari-
etals and the French varietals 
grow so well around here,” 
Klepcyk said.

The winery features both 
an oaked and unoaked 

Chardonnay which Klepcyk 
describes as “crisp and clean” 
and a great wine for sipping 
in the summer months.

An Italian style wine 
known as Vermentino has 
nice citrus notes with a 
hint of white pepper and a 
smooth finish.

In the red category, Pic-
cione has a L’ottimo, which 
is a super Tuscan blend with 
a base of Sangiovese as well 
as Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Merlot.

One of their most unique 
wines is called Nero, made 
from the negroamaro grape 
that flourishes in Southern 
Italy. Klepcyk said that when 
the owner visits Italy this is 
always the wine he drinks 
and he wanted to try to grow 

Piccione – A view from the top
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Kitsey Burns Harrison | On The Vine

A view inside the tasting room at Piccione.

it in North Carolina. That 
decision has proved to be a 
good one as it’s already one 
of the most popular and big-
gest sellers at Piccione.

Sue Phillips said simply, 
“It’s got a nice flavor.” She 
also said it was dry without 
being too dry.

Klepcyk describes Nero as 
“spicy on the front end with 
bright tart cherry and red 
fruits flavor on back end.”

Piccione has a Montepul-
ciano which is deep in color, 
with strawberry and black 
currant flavors. Theresa 
Byram, who was at Piccione 
doing a girls outing with her 
daughter and friend, said this 
wine was her favorite. Over-
all she said her experience at 
Piccione and in the Yadkin 
Valley was “just lovely.”

Rounding out the reds is 
a Cabernet Sauvignon with 
earthy notes of cedar and a 

See PICCIONE | 6
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little bit of raisin.
In late March, Piccione 

also released a sparking 
Moscato.

Piccione also has joined 
the Vineyards of Swan Creek 
Association and will be 
participating in joint events 
with the other five wineries 
nearby. Their next big event, 
the annual herb festival, 
is scheduled for April 29 
through May 1.

There will be plenty to 
do this summer and fall at 
Piccione as well, Klepcyk 
said. They plan to have food 
trucks on site and local musi-
cians performing on Satur-

days. In addition to the food 
trucks, the winery also has a 
selection of meat and cheese 
trays, crackers and chocolates 
available for purchase. They 
also welcome visitors to 
bring along a picnic.

“We just hope to have peo-
ple come out and enjoy the 
patio and the view, I think it’s 
one of the best in the valley,” 
Klepcyk said.

Klepcyk also said she is 
proud to be a part of the 
wine industry in the Yadkin 
Valley.

“It’s great to be in an indus-
try that’s growing,” she said. 
“It’s just a very exciting time 
to be in the Yadkin Valley.”

Kitsey Burns Harrison may 
be reached at 336-679-2341 or 
on Twitter@ RippleReporterK.

The Real Taste of Italy

1521 N. Bridge St., Elkin NC 28621

7 Days a Week, Mon-Sat 11AM-9PM & Sun 11AM-4PM
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Kitsey Burns Harrison | On The Vine

Piccione wines

Kitsey Burns Harrison | On The Vine

Tasting Room Manager Hailey Klepcyk serves up Piccione wines for Erin 
Walden, Dena Brooks and Theresa Byram, who were enjoying a girls outing 
in the Yadkin Valley.

Kitsey Burns Harrison | On The Vine
Inside the tasting room at Piccione.

From page 5

Piccione
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By Wendy Byerly Wood
wbyerly-wood@civitasmedia.com 

A little piece of mountain 
paradise sits just 10 min-
utes from civilization in the 
Brushy Mountains of Wilkes 
County, and the setting is 
a dream come true for a 
Florida author who hopes to 
share his love of the land and 
serenity with others.

As visitors leave U.S. 421 
and head south just east of 
Moravian Falls the roads 
wind up and down the hilly 
land, along a mountain 
creek, across one-lane bridg-
es to the home of Bramabella 
Vineyards.

The 40-acre property is a 
venture of Pietros Maneos, 
who spent time during a 
semester break from college 
in Italy and Greece visiting 
the land of his ancestors.

“I saw the wine culture, 
the slower pace of life. Other 
writers have settled here, 
and the topography is similar 
to Tuscany,” he said of the 
Brushy Mountains.

Planted on a hillside above 
the home on the property 
are 800 vines which Maneos 
hopes will be Super Tuscans. 
They include sangiovese, 
cabernet franc and Barbara, 
and are still a couple of years 
from full production.

While Maneos eventually 
will produce his own wines 
or sell his grapes to other 
winemakers, right now the 
plans for property include 
growing produce for farm-
to-table and field-to-fork 
restaurants in partnership 
with New Appalachia in 
Fleetwood, which has devel-
oped a chain of restaurants it 
supplies.

Also, Bramabella Vine-

yards is being marketed as 
an outdoor event venue with 
a large meadow sitting on 
the banks of the mountain 
creek which falls in eleva-
tion as it travels through the 
property, creating a “Garden 
of Eden” style atmosphere, 
Maneos said.

The drive through the 
property to the event park-
ing area passes 300 blueber-
ry bushes which are young 
and growing and a black 
truffle orchard featuring oak 
and hazelnut trees. Also on 
the property are 15 heritage 
apple trees acquired from 
Century Farm Orchard in 
Reidsville.

Maneos said he found the 
land doing internet searches 
for property which reminded 
him of the hillside aesthetic 
country life he had experi-
enced while overseas. “The 
lake district in England, 
the upper Galilee, southern 
France. The Brushy Moun-
tains surely fit that image,” 
he said.

Tourism, he believes, is 
going to be part of the solu-
tion to many of the manu-
facturing companies moving 
overseas.

In 2012, Maneos bought 
what is now Bramabella 
Vineyards. The prior owners 
already had planted the truf-
fle orchard, so it will have 
its first harvest this year, he 
said. The other produce is 
the fruit of Maneos’ labor.

“In the spring, the mead-
ow is very lush with rho-
dodendron and laurels,” he 
said as he walked along the 
path leading from the truffle 
orchard by the creek toward 
the meadow, where an arbor 
of old grapevines stands on 

Wendy Byerly Wood | On The Vine

Bramabella Vineyards’ stream flows through rhododendrons and laurels.

Bramabella gives 
‘Garden of Eden’ feel to visitors

See BRAMABELLA | 8
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the creek side and rock stairs 
lead to a landing just below 
the small falls.

“It is just such a sense of 
privacy, but you are only 10 
to 15 minutes from North 
Wilkesboro,” said Maneos.

Creating this “Garden 
of Eden” has taken a lot of 
hard, physical work, he said, 
adding it’s a way of trying to 
find what he experienced in 
Italy and Greece.

“This whole project is a 
way to recreate that sensibil-
ity.”

And while he plans to 
continue writing, adding 

to the five published books 
and book reviews and other 
pieces he’s done, “my aim is 
to get this thing going.”

“I view myself as a start-
up,” said Maneos. “My ambi-
tion is to have a nice farm 
and vineyard.”

Already the vineyard prop-
erty will play host to two 
weddings in the fall in the 
meadow. For those choosing 
the venue, the home is used 
as the bridal suite for the 
day.

With grapes being planted 
in 2014, he said he may be 
able to harvest some this 
year, but he won’t know until 
the growing season is under 
way. “A lot of vineyards are 
at 1,200 feet, and I’m at 
1,600 feet so it is kind of 
pushing it,” said Maneos.

“Usually hillsides produce 
the best wine. There is bet-
ter drainage, more sun expo-
sure,” he said.

In addition to the fruit, 
other produce being grown 
at Bramabella includes vari-
eties of tomatoes, peppers 
and much more, mostly 
grown in raised beds sur-
rounding the landscaped gar-
dens of the home. He spent 
a good deal of time studying 
agroecology and urban farm-
ers who are getting high 
yields of produce on 10,000 
square feet. “It is almost 
glorified gardening with the 
series of raised beds.”

Bramabella is different 
from many vineyards in the 
area, Maneos said, because 
so many are tasting rooms 
and vineyards, while “here 

there is a lot of biodiversity. 
I’ve tried to create an estate 
that is multifaceted. I always 
try to think of things that 
will enhance the beauty of 
the land, so for the blueberry 
bushes the leaves will turn 
wine red in the fall.”

The name Bramabella is 
one Maneos created from 
bramare, which means 
yearn for, and bella, which is 
beauty.

To learn more about 
Bramabella Vineyards, visit 
BramabellaVineyards.com, 
facebook.com/Bramabella 
or email BramabellaVine-
yards@gmail.com.

Wendy Byerly Wood may 
be reached at 336-258-4035 
or on Twitter @wendywood-
editor.

Wendy Byerly Wood | On The Vine

The first signs of spring show themselves on the banks of the stream which 
flows through Bramabella Vineyards.

Wendy Byerly Wood | On The Vine

A series of small falls flow through the property at Bramabella Vineyards 
along the meadow which is set up for use as an event venue.

A newlywed couple stands on the rocks overlooking a series of small 
waterfalls alongside the big meadow used as an event venue at Bramabella 
Vineyards.

From page 7

Bramabella
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Pietros Maneos compares his hillside vineyard at Bramabella Vineyards near Moravian Falls 
to those of Tuscany, Italy.

Wendy Byerly Wood | On The Vine

An arbor of old grape vines has been formed in the big 
meadow used for an event venue and on the bank where 
a series of small waterfalls flow at Bramabella Vineyards.

Wendy Byerly Wood | On The Vine

Wendy Byerly Wood | On The Vine
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By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com 

It’s the most wonderful 
time of year in the Yadkin 
Valley — wine festival time. 
The 15th annual Yadkin 
Valley Wine Festival will 
take place on May 21 from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Elkin 
Municipal Park.

With perfect sunny 
weather and happy people 
all around, Myra Cook, 
president of the Yadkin Val-
ley Chamber of Commerce, 
which organizes the event, 
said that last year was “an 
amazing day, an amazing 
festival.”

This year’s festival is sure 
to be just as spectacular.

“It’s our 15th year so 
we’re very excited to have 
been around that long,” 
said Misty Matthews at the 
chamber. “We are exited 
about it. We have a strong 

committee who have hung 
out with us for a long time 
and they sure make it all 
look easy.”

Around 30 area wineries 
are expected to partici-
pate in this year’s festival. 
Live music and great food 
vendors will round out the 
event.

Performing this year for 
the first time at the festival 
will be Taylor Vaden’s Trib-
ute to Elvis, on the stage 
from noon to 2 p.m.

“A lot of people have been 
mentioning they wanted an 
Elvis performer,” Matthews 
said.

In the headliner slot from 
3 to 5 p.m. will be local 
band Phatt City perform-
ing beach music, R&B and 
dance favorites.

Food vendors this year 
will include 13 Bones, Steak 
Boys, Sherry’s Crab Cakes, 
The Munchie Wagon and 

more.
Tickets for this year’s 

Yadkin Valley Wine Festival 
are $22 in advance, $30 at 
the gate. Advance tickets 
are available for purchase 
the Yadkin Valley Chamber 
of Commerce or online at 
www.yvwf.com. A select 
number of VIP tickets are 
available at a cost of $102 
each, which includes tasting 
wristband, festival wine-
glass, VIP parking, festival 
shirt and access to the VIP/
Hospitality Tent.

A military discount is 
available with active duty 
or retired military ID card, 
tickets will be $20 at the 
gate for veterans.

Festival parking is avail-
able on site at Elkin Munici-
pal Park for $5 per vehicle, 
with proceeds going to the 
Elkin Volunteer Rescue 
Squad. Alternatively, shuttle 
bus service will be provided 

by YVEDDI between 10:30 
a.m and 6 p.m. from partici-
pating hotels in Elkin and 
Jonesville at a cost of $5 per 
person, valid throughout 
the day. There is a no cool-
ers, pets or firearms policy 
at the festival.

Visitors to the Yadkin Val-
ley are encouraged to make 
an entire weekend out of 
the event. With the annual 
wine auction on Friday 
night and most area winer-
ies open on Sundays, there 
will be plenty of fun the 
entire weekend.

For more information 
about the Yadkin Valley 
Wine Festival, visit their 
Facebook page or website at 
www.yvwf.com.

Kitsey Burns Harrison 
may be reached at 336-679-
2341 or on Twitter @Rip-
pleReporterK.

Festival marks milestone year

File photo

Thousands turned out for the 14th annual Yadkin Valley Wine Festival.
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File photo
Representatives from Chatham Hill Winery offer samples to guests.

File photo 

Wine enthusiasts hold out their glasses as they sample a pour from Weathervane Winery.

Photo courtesy of Laura Gaylord

Carolina Soul Band gets the crowd revved up and 
dancing at the 14th annual Yadkin Valley Wine Festival.
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Allison Oaks Tasting Room  

  Brandon Hills Vineyard   
  336-463-WINE (9463)
	 	 1927	Brandon	Hills	Road,	
	 	 Yadkinville,	NC	27055
Owners:	David	and	Pamela	Blackwell
Winemaker:	Dana	Acker
Website: brandonhillsvineyard.com
Location: Yadkin	County-From	US	421	take	
US	601	So.,	turn	right	on	Lone	Hickory,	1.2	
miles	turn	right	on	Neelie	Rd.,	0.5	mi.	turn	left	on	
Brandon	Hills	Rd.
Tasting Room Hours:	Saturday	12pm-6pm		
Sunday	1pm-5pm	or	by	appointment
We	are	closed	the	entire	month	of	January

Brushy Mountain Winery   
  

Carolina Heritage 
Vineyard & Winery
336 366-3301
170	Heritage	Vines	Way,	

Elkin,	NC	28621
Owners and Winemakers: Clyde	&	Pat	Colwell
Website:	carolinaheritagevineyards.com
Location:	From	I-77:	Take	I-77	Exit	85	East	(Right)	
Hwy-268	Bypass/CC	Camp	Road	to	Highway	268.	
Turn	Left	(East)-	Highway	268	for	.8	mile.	Vineyard	
is	visible	on	the	north	side	of	268	next	to	road	sign:	
“Heritage	Vines	Way.”	(10202	E	Hwy	268-Elkin)	
From	Hwy	52/Hwy	601:	Take	Hwy	268	West	for	3	
miles	from	Hwy	601.	Vineyard	is	visible	on	the	north	
side	of	Hwy	268	next	to	road	sign:	“Heritage	Vines	
Way.”	(10202	E	Hwy	268-Elkin)

  Cellar 4201  	
  336-699-6030
	 	 4201	Apperson	Road,	
	 	 East	Bend,	NC	27018
GPS Coordinates:	36D	14M	12S	W80D	28M	26S
Owner:	Greg	Hutchins,	Donna	Carlyle	Hutchins
Winemaker:	Charlie	Kidd
Website:	www.Cellar	4201.com
Location:	Yadkin	County	From	I-77	Exit	82	Travel	
East	on	Hwy	67	to	East	Bend.	Turn	left	onto	Ap-
person	Road.	From	Winston-Salem,	take	Hwy	67	
West,	1	mile	past	Yadkin	River	Bridge,	turn	right	
onto	Apperson	Road,	travel	2.6	miles	on	left.	

Childress Vineyards
    
 
 Divine Llama Vineyards, LLC    
 336-699-2525
	 4126	Divine	Llama	Lane,	East	Bend,		
	 NC	27018
 GPS Coordinates:	N36d	13m	10s		
	 W80d	20m	03s
Owners:	Thomas	H.	Hughes	and	Michael	West
Winemaker:	Dan	Tallman	
Tasting Room Hours:	Fri	&	Sat:	12:00pm	-	
5:00pm;	Sun:	1:00pm-5:00pm,	(Sat	&	Sun	
Only,	Jan	&	Feb)	
Website:	www.divinellamavineyards.com	
Location:	From	NC	Hwy	67,	turn	onto	Macedo-
nia	Road	in	East	Bend.	Vineyard	is	.6	mi	on	left.
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                     Slightly Askew Winery 
                     336-835-2700
																						913	N.	Bridge	Street,	
																						Elkin,	NC	28621
Owners:	Tim	Gentry	and	Karen	Defreitas
Website:	www.slightlyaskewwines.com
Location:	Surry	County	—	Take	Exit	85	from	I-77.		
West	on	268	bypass	(CC	Camp	Rd)	.9	miles	turn	left	
on	S-21	(N	Bridge	St.)	go	.8	miles,	winery	on	right	
(yellow	house).
Wine List:	Large	selection	of	wines.	20+	wines	from	
semi-dry	to	Dry	Whites	and	Reds,	and	large	selection	
of	Fruit/Sweet	wines.

Olde Mill Vineyards
Sanders Ridge Vineyard
Sweet Home Carolina Vineyard & Winery 
Roaring River Vineyards, LLC

(336)790-8888	or	Toll	Free	(877)658-
0370
493	Brewer	Mill	Road,	Traphill,	NC	28685
GPS Coordinates:	36.318514,	-81.049772
Owners:	Josephine	&	Tom	Silvey
Luxury	Lodgings,	Business	Meetings,	Wed-

dings,	Rehearsal	Dinners,	and	Private	Events.	Website:	
www.roaringrivervineyards.com

Lazy Elm
(336)	909-4914
523	Danner	Road,
Mocksville,	NC	27028
www.lazyelm.com

Open	Sat	&	Sun	12PM-6PM-ish   
Adagio Vineyards

(336)	258-2333
139	Benge	Drive,	Elkin,	NC	28621
www.adagiovineyards.com
Owners:	Drs.	Tim	and	Jan	Wahl
Winemaker:	Tim	Wahl	(Yadkin	Valley	Region)
Location:	Surry	County,	I-77	to	exit	83	

US	21	bypass	North,	left	first	traffic	light,	left	on	N	Bridge	
Street	then	right	on	Carter	Mill	Road,	first	left	on	Benge	Drive.
Tasting	Room	Hours:	Thursday	&	Friday	12-5,	Saturday	
11-6,	Sunday	1-5

22
23
24

26

27

29

RagApple Lassie Vineyards		
Toll Free:	1	866-RAGAPPLE
Winery:	336-367-6000
3724	RagApple	Lassie	Lane
Boonville,	NC	27011
Owners:	Frank	and	Lenna	Hobson
Open	Daily	12pm-6pm	(except	Eas-

ter,	Thanksgiving	&	Christmas)
Tastings	Daily	12pm-5:30pm
GPS Address:	3808	Rockford	Rd,	Boonville	NC	27011
Website:	www.ragapplelassie.com
	
RayLen Vineyards				

Round Peak Vineyards   	

MenaRick Vineyard & Winery  

      Shelton Vineyards    
      336-366-4724
	 					286	Cabernet	Lane,	
									 					Dobson,	NC	27017
Owners:	Charles	M.	Shelton	and	R.	Edwin	Shelton
Winemaker: Gill	Giese
Website:	www.sheltonvineyards.com
Location:	Surry	County	—	I-77	to	Exit	93	Dobson.	
Turn	right,	then	take	first	right	onto	Twin	Oaks	Rd.	
Go	2.5	miles	to	the	Shelton	Vineyards	entrance	
on	the	right.
Stony Knoll Vineyards				
Surry Community College Winery		

Weathervane Winery
1452	Welcome	Arcadia	Rd.
Lexington,	NC	27295
(336)	793-3366
Winemakers:	Sid	Proctor	&	Eric	Proctor
Tue-Thu	11AM-5PM,	Fri	11AM-6PM
Sat	11AM-5PM,	Sun	1PM-5PM

www.weathervanewinery.com
Wine	Tastings	for	both	Dry	and	Sweet	Wine	Lovers
Visit	our	website	for	Events	&	more	information
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                             Elkin Creek Vineyard
                             336-526-5119
																																			318	Elkin	Creek	Mill	Road,	
																																			Elkin,	NC	28621
Tasting Room Hrs:	Thursday	–	Sunday	11AM	–	
5PM.	Wine	Tasting	&	Light	Foods	Daily,	Brick-Oven	
Pizzas	Every	Sunday.	Available	for	Weddings	&	Special	
Events	–	Private	Luxury	Rental	Cabins
Website:	www.elkincreekvineyard.com
Lat:	36.2804452	Long: -80.8763055

Flint Hill Vineyards & Century Kitchen				

	 	 Grassy Creek Vineyard   
  336-835-4230	
	 	 235	Cottage	Circle,
	 	 State	Road	NC	28676
Owners:	Derrill	and	Lori	Rice,	Jim	and	
Cynthia	Douthit
Winemaker:	Jim	Douthit
Website:	www.grassycreekvineyard.com
Location: Surry/Wilkes	Counties	—	West	off	
I-77	at	Exit	85	to	US	21-Bypass	North.	left	after	
first	traffic	light	onto	Klondike	Road.	Left	into	
vineyard	after	about	1/2	miles.   

Hanover Park Vineyard    

Hutton Vineyards & Winery              

Junius Lindsay Vineyard

McRitchie Winery & Ciderworks
        
         Old North State 
         Winery & Brewery 
         336-789-9463 
	 								308	North	Main	Street,	
	 								Mount	Airy,	NC		27030	
Owners: Ben	&	Ellie	Webb	
Winemaker/Brewmaster: 	Ben	Webb	
website:		www.oldnorthstatewinery.com	
Location:		Surry	County	-	From	I-77	East	to	
US	601,	take	US	601	to	Hwy.	52N.	Exit	off	of	
Hwy.	52N	on	the	Mt.	Airy/Galax	Hwy.	89	Ext.	Go	
straight	on	Independence	through	5	lights.		Turn	
right	onto	N.	Main	Street,	Winery	is	two	blocks	
on	the	left.

8

9

10

11
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13
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JOLO Vineyards
219	JOLO	Winery	Lane
Pilot	Mountain,	NC	27041
336	614-0030	Winery
336	614-0013	EndPosts	Restaurant

www.jolovineyards.com
Owners:		JW	and	Kristen	Ray
Winemaker:		JW	Ray
Location: 	Surry	County
Tasting  Room Hours:	Thursday	10:30	a.m.	-	6:00	
p.m.	Friday	and	Saturday	10:30	a.m.	-	9:00	p.m.	
Sunday	Noon	-	5:00	p.m.
EndPosts Restaurant Lunch Hours:		Friday	through	
Saturday	11:30	a.m.	-	3:00	p.m.		Sunday	Noon	-	4:00	p.m.	
EndPosts Restaurant Dinner Hours:		Friday	through	
Saturday	5:30	p.m.		-	9:30	p.m.		Sunday	4:30	p.m.	to	
6:30	p.m.	(Sunday	Family	Style	Suppers)

Jones von Drehle 
Vineyards & Winery
964	Old	Railroad	Grade	Rd.
Thurmond,	NC	28683

(336)	874-2800
www.jonesvondrehle.com
100%	Estate-Grown	&	Produced	Fine	Wines
Hours: Wed–Sat	11AM–6PM,	Sun	12N–5PM
Visit	website	for	Special	Events	&	Directions
GPS:	Lat:	36.378139,	Lon:	-80.949068
Lat:	36	degrees	22	minutes	41.29	seconds
Lon:	-80	degrees	56	minutes	56.64	seconds
Elev	1480	ft	asl

32

33

34

36

2
5

4
3

1 13
12

18

14
7

24

10

86
17

22
13

27

16

23
21

19

4

5
9

1126

15

20

29

30

28

31

33

36

34

32

28

BRANDON HILLS VINEYARD
YA D K I N  VA L L E Y
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SWAN CREEK AVA

Windsor Run Winery & Distillery 

Dobbins Creek Vineyards  

Laurel Gray Vineyards
336-468-9463 (Got Wine)
Toll Free: 888-769-4635

																						 5726	Old	US	Hwy	421
Hamptonville,	NC	27020
Owners:	Kim	and	Ben	Myers

Winemaker:	Stephen	Rigby
Tasting Room Hours:	Wednesday	through	Satur-
day	10am	until	5pm.	Sunday	afternoons	1pm	until	
5pm.	Last	tasting	starts	at	15	minutes	till	5:00pm
GPS Coordinates:	N	36	08.03	W	80	50.22
Location:	Laurel	Gray	Vineyards	is	an	estate	winery	
with	onsite	award	winning	vineyards.	Located	within	
both	the	Yadkin	Valley	and	Swan	Creek	AVA	desig-
nations	Laurel	Gray	is	just	one	mile	off	I-77	and	less	
than	.3	mile	off	Hwy	421.	Driving	Directions:	Off	I-77	
take	exit	#	73B	then	follow	Hwy	421	to	Exit	#267	
(Windsor	Rd.)	Turn	north	on	Windsor	Rd.	for	a	short	
distance	until	it	dead	ends	into	Old	US	Hwy	421.	
Turn	right	onto	Old	Hwy	421	and	Laurel	Gray	is	just	
ahead	on	the	left.
Wine List:	Specializing	in	internationally	award	
winning	French	Vinifera	dinner	wines	that	are	estate	
grown	and	only	available	at	the	vineyard	tasting	
room..

Raffaldini Vineyards 

Shadow Springs Vineyard

Piccione Vineyards

14

15

Native Vines Winery
Herrera Vineyards
(866)	313-8008	
231	Vineyard	Ln,	Dobson,	NC	27017
herreravineyards.com

00821477

6

6
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Chatham Hill Winery    

Chinqua Penn Vineyards    

Cypress Bend Vineyards    
 

Daveste’ Vineyards 
704-528-3882
155 Lytton Farm Rd.,
Troutman, NC 28166

Website: www.davestevineyards.com
Email: info@daveste.com
Tasting Room & Art Gallery
Open Mon., Thu. & Fri.: 11 am - 6 pm
Sat.: 10 am - 6 pm & Sun.: 12 pm - 6 pm
Closed Tues. & Wed.
Dennis Vineyards

Garden Gate Vineyards 

Germanton Art & Winery  

Hinnant Family Vineyard    

Horizon Cellars   

16

17

18

19

Glen Marie Winery

Grove Winery  

Iron Gate Vineyards & Winery

Silk Hope Winery

HAW RIVER AVA

2

3

4

If you wish to have an extended listing 
helping your customers to locate and 

contact you, please call
Holly Lamm with

On The Vine Magazine. 
We will be happy to invoice you annually for 

your  listing in our quarterly publication.

Annual Listing with phone number,
location, directions, website,

owner and/or winemaker names
is $100 annually.

To add your logo is an
additional $50 annually.

  
  Chateau Morrisette     
  540-593-2865
  287 Winery Road SW,  
  Floyd, VA 24091
  Owner: David Morrisette

Website: www.thedogs.com
Location: Milepost 171.5 Blue Ridge Parkway
Winery Hours: Mon–Thu 10AM–5PM
Fri & Sat 10AM–6PM, Sun 11AM–5PM
Visit our website for Winery Tour schedule

Blacksnake Meadery

Foggy Ridge Cider

Villa Appalacia

1

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA REGION

Martin Vineyards
Moonrise Bay Vineyard 

Sanctuary Vineyards     

Silver Coast Winery 
910-287-2800
6680 Barbeque Rd.,
Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469
Southport Tasting Room
910-777-5151

105 S. Howe St., Southport NC 28461
Owners: John and Maryann Azzato
Website: www.silvercoastwinery.com 
Location: Brunswick County — From Hwy. 
17 (7 mi. north of S.C. border) take Hwy. 904 
west. After 1.5 miles, take right on Russtown 
Rd. After 1.5 miles, take 4th right on Barbeque 
Rd.

  The Country Squire 
  Restaurant, Inn & 
  Winery  
  (910) 296-1727
  748 NC Hwy 24 & 50
  Warsaw, NC 28398
Website: www.countrysquirewinery.com
Winery Hours: Tues - Sat 12:00pm - 7:00pm
Restaurant: Home of the 72-ounce steak 
“The Kilt Buster”.  Lunch: Sun - Fri 12:00pm - 
2:00pm, Dinner: 7 days a week 5:30pm - until.
Wine List: Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot, 
Syrah,
Riesling, Pinot Grigio, White Zinfandel, 
Pomegranate, Blackberry, Blueberry, Peach
Winery, Restaurant, Inn, Bed & Breakfast, 
and Vineyards all at same location.   
All ABC PERMITS  

Vineyards on the Scuppernong, LLC    

Weeksville Vineyards & Cellars   

2

3

4

Bannerman’s Vineyard

Bennett Vineyards    

Duplin Winery 

Grapefull Sisters Vineyard
Lu Mil Vineyard 
(910)866-5819
438 Suggs-Taylor Road, 
Elizabethtown, NC 28337
Website: www.lumilvineyard.com
Owner: Ron Taylor

Tasting Room Hours: Monday - Saturday (10am - 6pm) & 
Sunday (1pm - 6pm)
Wine List: Old Cumberland, Taylor Divine, Bladen Blush, Har-
mony Hall, Cape Owen Red, Merry Christmas, Sir Walter Raleigh

Lumina Winery      

COASTAL REGION
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Autumn Creek Vineyard  
336-548-9463
364 Means Creek Rd.,  
Mayodan, NC 27027

Owner: Bill Stanley
Website: www.autumncreekvineyards.com
Email: info@autumncreekvineyards.com
Location: Rockingham County. Take US 220 to 
NC 770, turn left, Rt. on Glenns Chapel Rd., left 
on Means Creek Road.

A Secret Garden Winery

Black Rock Vineyards   

Cauble Creek Vineyard  

1

2

3

4

PIEDMONT REGION

Thistle Meadow Winery 

Waldensian Heritage Wines    

WoodMill Winery

Baker Buffalo Creek Vineyard & Winery

3521 Falston-Waco Road
Lawndale, NC 28090
www.bakerbuffalocreek.com
owner - Charles Edwards
Thursday-Saturday 12:00 noon – 5:00 pm

15

16

17

19

Uwharrie Vineyards   

Zimmerman Vineyards

Southern Charm Winery
235-D East Main St.
Lincolnton, NC 28092
Carolyn Ramseur
Hours: Tuesday- Friday 11:00 am to 5:00

Saturday 10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Website: www.Southerncharmwinery.com

Southern Medley Wine Cellar
118 North Rutherford Street
Wadesboro, NC 28170
(704)-994-2389
Owner: Elizabeth Schafer, Owner/Winemaker/Chief Bottle Washer
Website: www.southernmedley.com
Wine List: Amarone, Malbec, Merlot, Pinot Grigio, Riesling, 
Syrah Rose’, White Merlot, White Zinfandel
Location: 1 block south off Highway 74 East in historic, 
uptown Wadesboro.
GPS coordinates: 34.9629254, -80.0897725
Tasting Room Hours: Thur.-Sat. 2-8pm, Sun. By Appointment Only
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MOUNTAIN REGION

Banner Elk Winery

Calaboose Cellars 

Biltmore Estate Winery    

Cerminaro Vineyard    

Chateau Laurinda    
 
Elk Mountain Winery   

Ginger Creek Vineyards   

Green Creek Winery   

Lake James Cellars   

New River Winery     

Owl’s Eye Vineyard & Winery LLC    

Raintree Cellars    

Rockhouse Vineyards    

South Creek Vineyards

Old Stone Vineyard & Winery  704-279-0930

Rock of Ages Winery & Vineyard

Stonefield Cellars 
336-644-9908
8220 Hwy. 68 N.,
Stokesdale, NC 27357

Owners: Robert and Natalie Wurz
Winemaker: Robert Wurz
Website: www.stonefieldcellars.com
Location:  Guilford County — North off I-40 at Exit 
210. Take NC 68 north 13 miles. Winery on right at 
intersection with NC 65 (entrance on NC 65).
Stony Mountain Vineyards   704-982-0922

26370 Mountain Ridge Road, 
Albemarle, NC 28001
Owners: Ken, Marie and Devron Furr
Website: www.stonymountainvine-
yards.com
Location:  Stanly County — Take 

Hwy 24-27 East from Albemarle. Turn left at Stone 
Mountain sign. Turn right on Mountain Ridge Rd.

PIEDMONT REGION COASTAL REGION

5



 Wine festivals
                          slated throughout the state
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The Cliffs at Keowee Vineyards Marina

Victoria Valley Vineyards

Grape and Grain Vineyards

City Scape Winery
864.329.0615
589 Dunklin Bridge Rd.
Pelzer, SC 29669

Hours: Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 
10:00 to 6:00.
Owners: Wayne and Anita Tamme
Website: cityscapewinery.com
Email: cityscapewinery@aol.com
Location: Milepost 171.5 Blue Ridge Parkway

Palmetto Pickup Wines

Windy Hill Orchard & Cider Mill

Enoree River Winery
803.276.2855
1650 Dusty Road
Newberry, SC 29108
Hours: Wednesday through 

Saturday, 11am until 6pm and Sunday, 2pm 
until 6pm
Owners: Richard and Laura LaBarre
Website: enoreeriverwinery.com
Email: enoreerivervineyards@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook: Enoree River Winery, LLC

1

SOUTH CAROLINA

1

South Carolina W inery I ndex

Location: I-26, Exit #74 (Hwy 34) 
Turn towards Winnsboro, ½ mile 
from exit, turn right on Dusty Road.  
½ mile on left, turn into driveway 
and vineyard and tasting room 
will be in the back area.  Look for 
signs on Hwy 34 and Dusty Road 
location.

Proverbs 31 Winery

Mercer House Estate

Irvin-House Vineyards

September Oaks Vineyards

Island Winery
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In addition to the Yadkin 
Valley Wine Festival, a 
number of other festivals cel-
ebrating the North Carolina 
wine industry are held across 
the state.

One of the earliest of those 
is Savor Blowing Rock, 
scheduled for April 14-16. 
The event includes wine tast-
ings, seminars, cooking class, 
pairing dinners and entertain-
ment. The highlight of the 
event is the Grand Tasting 
held in downtown Blowing 
Rock on April 16. Other Sat-
urday events include a Cork-
screw 5K. More information 
on Savor Blowing Rock can 
be found at www.savorblow-

ingrock.com.
On April 23, Cary will be 

home to the Great Grapes! 
Wine and Food Festival. 
The event is from 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. at 8003 Regency 
Pkwy., with a souvenir tast-
ing glass provided for visitors 
to take from tent to tent sam-
pling North Carolina wines. 
Also, music, food and crafts 
will be on hand at the Koka 
Booth Amphitheatre. Several 
ticket tiers are available based 
on whether someone is com-
ing as a designated driver, 
taster or VIP, with children 
12 and younger admitted 
free. For more information, 
visit www.uncorkthefun.com/

cary-north-carolina/site-info.
The Budbreak Festival 

will celebrate the time of year 
when the buds appear on the 
North Carolina vines, with 
live music, wine tasting, craft 
beers and food in downtown 
Mount Airy. The event is slat-
ed for April 30 from noon to 
6 p.m. For more information, 
visitbudbreakfestival.com.

On April 30 and May 1, the 
Sanford Arts and Vine Fes-
tival also will be held featur-
ing pottery and other artists, 
music and a large selection 
from North Carolina wineries 
and breweries. Food will be 
available as well. More infor-
mation can be found at www.

sandfordartsandvine.com.
The 16th annual North 

Carolina Wine Festival is 
slated for May 28 from noon 
to 6:30 p.m. at Tanglewood 
Park in Clemmons. The event 
will feature more than 25 
wineries and vineyards. More 
information can be found at 
www.ncwinefestival.com.

On June 4, Salute! The 
North Carolina Wine Cel-
ebration will take place on 
Fourth Street between Spring 
and Marshall streets in down-
town Winston-Salem. From 
noon to 6 p.m., the streets 
will featuring North Carolina 
wines. For more information, 
visit www.salutencwine.com.
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Scott Needham, owner of The Living Room Coffeeehouse and Winebar, 
serves the community with local goods and healthy living.

By Diane Blakemore
dblakemore@civitsmedia.com 

The Living Room Coffee-
house and Winebar has had 
a focus on local goods and 
services since their open-
ing nearly four years ago in 
downtown Pilot Mountain. 
Of the “buy local” move-
ment, owner Scott Needham 
said, “It helps our local 
economy, and hopefully 
that comes back to us.” As 
a winebar, the business car-
ries only North Carolina 
wines.

The eclectic cafe was the 
vision of Needham, who 
has brought together a few 
of his favorite things in a 
single business location. “I 
just put together all the stuff 
that I like,” he said, explain-
ing he felt other people 
would share his interests.

Wine is definitely on 
the list of things he likes 
to share. Explaining how 
North Carolina wineries 
hold a special meaning for 
him, Needham recalled tak-
ing his wife, Erin, to a win-

ery on their first date.
“Unfortunately this area 

has a reputation for just 
making sweet wines, like 
muscadine,” said Needham, 
noting people have told him 
they don’t like North Caro-
lina wines for that reason. 
He hopes by showcasing 
the variety 
of North 
Carolina 
wines avail-
able, he can 
change that 
mispercep-
tion. North 
Carolina 
actually produces a wide 
variety of wines, Needham’s 
favorites being dry reds and 
oaky whites.

Noting that most of the 
wine produced in North 
Carolina is made with 
locally grown grapes, Need-
ham said, “The agri-tourism 
business has really picked 
up in this area.”

The Living Room aims 
to provide a market for the 
many vineyards, such as 
Round Peak, Herrera and 

Stony Knoll, that see the 
product from start to finish. 
Selections from about 30 
different wineries have been 
served at The Living Room 
through the years.

Wanting to promote local 
business and highlight the 
various wines he enjoys, 

Needham and 
his wife began 
touring winer-
ies through-
out the state. 
“We’ve visited 
over 40 so 
far,” he said, 
noting they 

also have been to a few in 
other states.

Visiting the wineries 
improves Needham’s abil-
ity to connect with both 
his vendors and customers. 
“You remember your experi-
ence of the place, and that 
influences your perception 
of the wine,” said Needham, 
adding The Living Room 
provides a convenient way 
to revisit the memory of 
multiple wineries without 
the commute.

On occasion, representa-
tives from various wineries 
set up a tasting at The Liv-
ing Room. “We’ve also done 
educational events, bring-
ing the winemakers here to 
do talks,” said Needham, 
noting the value of having 
the viticulture program at 
Surry Community College 
so close.

The Living Room’s staff of 
five includes a certified som-
melier, a wine expert who 
can assist customers with 
wine selection and pairings. 
Wine cocktails with fresh 
fruit are served at special 
events and by request.

The chef on staff, Niki 
Farrington, creates origi-
nal recipes featuring local 
wines. “Our cream of mush-
room soup containing a 
dry red wine is a customer 
favorite,” said Farrington.

“I opened this business 
because I felt like it was 
something the community 
needed. And when I make 
my business decisions I 
come back to that, trying 
to support my community 

Winebar showcases local vineyards

Diane Blakemore | On The Vine

Wines from more than 30 North Carolina wineries have been served at The 
Living Room Coffeehouse and Winebar since its opening in 2012.

Diane Blakemore | On The Vine

The venue also supports 
local artists, displaying 
original works for sale 
and hosting live music 
weekly.
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like they support me,” said 
Needham. That attitude is 
apparent to the community, 
which voted The Living 
Room the Most Community 
Involved Business in the 
2015 Mountie Awards.

“We try to participate in 
the community as much as 
possible,” said Needham. 
Several community groups, 
such as a book club, stitch-
ers group and paranormal 
group, call The Living 
Room home with regular 
meetings in the space. The 
venue also supports local 
artists, displaying original 
works for sale and hosting 
live music weekly.

In addition, The Living 
Room partners with The 
Art of Massage, which 
occupies the back portion 
of the building. The goal, 
according to Needham, is 
“to provide healthy alterna-
tives to food, exercise, and 

lifestyle.”
Every week they host 

Half-price Wine Wednesday, 
selling wine by the glass or 
the bottle. “On those days 
we have people come in to 
buy a case of wine,” said 
Needham.

The Living Room will 
be celebrating its fourth 
anniversary on July 5 with a 
variety of specials. Several 
events will commemorate 
the wine harvest beginning 
in August.

Located at 215 E. Main 
St., Pilot Mountain, The 
Living Room is open Tues-
day through Saturday. For 
more information, visit the-
livingroompm.com or check 
out its Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/theliving-
roompm.

Diane Blakemore may 
be reached on twitter @
PilotReporter.
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LUMBER RIVER
TRADING COMPANY

1675 North Roberts Ave., 
Lumberton NC 28358

910-738-7788

Create your very own

Vintage

00770604

For ticket or other information contact Bob Meinecke,
hello@budbreakfestival.com • 336-719-2345

or visit our Website - www.budbreakfestival.com

Tickets available at: www.budbreakfestival.com or Lowes Foods
All proceeds benefit local and international Rotary charities.

Wine & Craft Beer Festival

Saturday, April 30, 2016 12:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Downtown Mount Airy

Time Sawyer returning
from last year and

Phatt City playing beach 
music, R&B and dance music 

since the 70’s
Presented by the Mount Airy 

Rotary Club and in cooperation 
with Department of Tourism

0
0

8
2

1
4

1
3

Each Thursday
• 5:30 to 8 p.m., Sanders 

Ridge Winery, 3200 Round 
Hill Road, Boonville, will 
holds Farm-to-Table family-
style meals including salad, 
entree, local vegetables, 

fresh baked bread and wine 
specials. A full dinner menu 
also is available. For more 
information or reservations, 
call 336-677-1700.

April 16
• 2 to 5 p.m., Carolina 

Heritage Winery, 170 Heri-
tage Vines Way, Elkin, will 
host Burch Station Bluegrass 
Jam Session. Visitors are wel-
come to bring an instrument 
or just sit back and listen to 
bluegrass, old-time and other 
music. The event will be out-
side, weather permitting, and 
those attending should bring 

lawn chairs and a picnic if 
desired. No cover charge. 
Coffee and snacks will be 
available at no charge. Wine 
tastings, glasses and bottles 
of wine will be available for 
sale.

• 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Shel-
ton Vineyards, 286 Cabernet 
Lane, Dobson, will host its 
annual British Car Show, the 
Southeast’s largest display of 
vintage British cars scattered 
throughout the vineyard. 
Lunch will be offered by 
the Harvest Grill Express. 
Wines by the glass, specialty 
cocktails, bottled water, soda, 

tea and lemonade will be 
available on the winery ter-
race. From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
a Wine 101 with winemaker 
Gill will be offered for $6 
per person with sign-up the 
day of the event. For more 
information, call Shelton 
Vineyards at 336-366-4724 or 
visit sheltonvineyards.com.

April 17
• Adagio Vineyards, 139 

Benge Drive, Elkin, will 
host a violin concert. For 
more information, call 336-
258-2333 or visit www.ada-
giovineyards.com.

Calendar of Events
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748 NC Hwy 24&50, Warsaw NC 28398
(910) 296-1727 • www.countrysquirewinery.com

Authentic Old-World Ambience • Historic 1780’s Tasting Room
Romantic Inn & Restaurant  • Free Tastings and Winery Tours!
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The Country Squire Restaurant
Winery and Vintage Inn

Authentic Thai Cuisine
Tue-Thu 11AM-9PM, Fri 11AM-9:30PM, Sat 4PM-9PM

Sun 12PM-8:30PM, Closed Monday & 2:30PM-4PM Daily

642 N. Bridge St., Elkin NC 28621 | For To-Go Orders 
Call (336) 835-1466

Serving 
Select NC 

Wines

Daily 
Lunch 
Specials

00806662
Facebook: 
Prime Thai

April 22
• 7 p.m., Sanders Ridge 

Winery, 3200 Round Hill 
Road, Boonville, will host a 
New Release Pairing Dinner 
with new wines being added 
to the winery’s list and each 
course will feature one new 
wine. Cost is $75 per person. 
For more information or res-
ervations, call 336-677-1700.

April 23
• MenaRick Vineyard and 

Winery, 328 Luffman Road, 
Ronda, will host Saturday 
Wine Special. Visitors can 
bring a picnic to the vineyard 
and receive $5 off each bottle 
purchased to compliment the 
picnic.

• 2 to 4 p.m., Sanders 
Ridge Winery, 3200 Round 
Hill Road, Boonville, will 
host a New Release Party 
where all seven of the new 
wines can be sampled. There 
will be music, light appetiz-
ers and special discounts on 
new releases. Cost is $15 per 

person. For more information 
or reservations, call 336-677-
1700.

April 29
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-

vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, 
will host its Wine-Down Fri-
day night featuring Motown 
Review. Admission is $15, 
$10 for wine club members.

May 6
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-

vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, 
will host its Wine-Down 
Friday night featuring Mark 
Tuttle Boogie Nights. Admis-
sion is $5.

May 7
• Adagio Vineyards, 139 

Benge Drive, Elkin, will host 
a coaster class during which 
participants will make four 
custom tile coasters with 
their own photos. The class 
includes a glass of wine. 
For more information, call 

336-258-2333 or visit www.
adagiovineyards.com.

• 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Shel-
ton Vineyards, 286 Cabernet 
Lane, Dobson, will host Bites 
& Blues at the Vineyard 
on the patio. Harvest Grill 
Express will have food avail-
able for purchase, and the 
terrace bar will be open for 
wine, bottled, water, sodas 
and specialty cocktails. 
Admission is free.

May 7-8
• Adagio Vineyards, 139 

Benge Drive, Elkin, will be 
part of the Mother’s Day 
weekend wine trail. Visi-
tors can visit participating 

Surry wineries and collect 
a potted flower at each one. 
For more information, call 
336-258-2333 or visit www.
adagiovineyards.com.

May 8
• MenaRick Vineyard and 

Winery, 328 Luffman Road, 
Ronda, will host Mother’s 
Day Special. Moms receive a 
complimentary wine tasting 
(glass not included).

• 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Sanders Ridge Winery, 3200 
Round Hill Road, Boonville, 
will host Mother’s Day 
Brunch, with reservations 
required. Options will be 
available from the brunch 
and lunch menus with kids 
and vegetarian options avail-
able. For more information 
or reservations, call 336-677-
1700.

May 14
• 1 to 8 p.m., the Elkin 

Roots Music Festival will be 
held at Elkin Municipal Park, 

See EVENTS | 20
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a family-friendly traditional 
music event sponsored by the 
Elkin Valley Fiddlers and the 
Foothills Arts Council. Musi-
cians will perform old-time, 
bluegrass, gospel, blues and 
folk music, and there will be 
jamming in the park. Food 
and beverage vendors will be 
on hand as well.

May 21
• MenaRick Vineyard and 

Winery, 328 Luffman Road, 
Ronda, will host its fourth 
annual low country boil.

• 8 to 11 a.m., Shelton 
Vineyards, 286 Cabernet 
Lane, Dobson, will co-host 
with the Mount Airy Parks 
and Recreation and Surry 
County Parks and Recreation 
the Running the Vines 10K & 
5K. Registration fee and sign-
up can be found at http://
sheltonvineyards5kand10k.
itsyourrace.com.

• Noon to 2 p.m., Shelton 
Vineyards, 286 Cabernet 
Lane, Dobson, will host 
Afternoon Cool Down featur-
ing the Mediocre Bad Guys 
in concert. Admission is 
free. For more information, 
call Shelton Vineyards at 
336-366-4724 or visit www.
sheltonvineyards.com.

• 6 to 9 p.m., Shelton 
Vineyards, 286 Cabernet 
Lane, Dobson, will host 
its summer concert series 
featuring The Embers. Cost 
is $20 in advance, or $25 
for day-of tickets. For more 
ticket information, call 336-
366-4724 or visit www.shel-
tonvineyards.com.

May 28
• 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Shel-

ton Vineyards, 286 Cabernet 
Lane, Dobson, will host its 
annual Corvette Auto Show 
with free admission. Food 
will be available for purchase 
at the Harvest Grill Express, 
or visitors can bring a picnic 
to eat on the grounds.

May 28-29
• Carolina Heritage Win-

ery, 170 Heritage Vines Way, 
Elkin, will host a Memorial 
Weekend Veterans’ Recogni-
tion with specials available 
for all military personnel and 
veterans in recognition of 
their service to the country.

May 30
• 10 a.m. and 1 p.m., 

Sanders Ridge Winery, 3200 
Round Hill Road, Boonville, 
will host a Memorial Day 
Zipline Special, with reserva-
tions required. Cost is $75 
per person, for a $90 value, 
for a full zipline tour on the 
12-cable course, $15 toward 
lunch in the restaurant which 
is full service from 11:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m., and a sample 
of five of the 15 wines. For 
more information or reserva-
tions, call 336-677-1509.

June 4
• 2 to 5 p.m., Carolina 

Heritage Winery, 170 Heri-
tage Vines Way, Elkin, will 
host a Celtic Jam Session. 
Visitors can bring instru-
ments or sit and listen. The 
jam will be outside, weather 
permitting, so those attend-
ing should bring a lawn chair. 
Picnics are welcome. There 
is no cover charge, and coffee 
and snacks will be available 
at no charge. Wine tastings 
and glasses and bottles of 
wine will be available for 
sale.

June 10
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-

vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, 
will host its Wine-Down 
Friday night featuring Part 
Time Party Time Band. 
Admission is $15, $10 for 
wine club members.

June 11
• Adagio Vineyards, 139 

Benge Drive, Elkin, will host 
a coaster class during which 
participants will make four 
custom tile coasters with 
their own photos. The class 
includes a glass of wine. 
For more information, call 
336-258-2333 or visit www.
adagiovineyards.com.

• 5 to 9 p.m., Carolina 
Heritage Winery, 170 Heri-
tage Vines Way, Elkin, will 
host Vineyard Stomp 5K 
and 1K Kids Fun Run. It 
is a family-friendly cross-
country race for funners of 
all abilities and levels on 
dirt and grass trails around 
and through the vineyard. 
5K race starts at 6 p.m. with 
professional timing and age-

group, overall and series 
awards. Kids 1K fun run for 
those 12 and younger will 
immediately follow the 5K. 
There will be live music, 
food and wine tasting from 
three wineries for entrants 
older than 21. Proceeds from 
the race benefit local char-
ity. Register day of the event 
until 5:45 p.m. or in advance 
at www.active.com.

June 17
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-

vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, 
will host its Wine-Down 
Friday night featuring 
Mark Tuttle Boogie Nights. 
Admission is $5.

June 18
• 2 to 5 p.m., Carolina 

Heritage Winery, 170 Heri-
tage Vines Way, Elkin, will 
host Burch Station Bluegrass 
Jam Session. Visitors are 
welcome to bring an instru-
ment or just sit back and 
listen to bluegrass, old-time 
and other music. The event 
will be outside, weather per-
mitting, and those attending 
should bring lawn chairs 
and a picnic if desired. No 
cover charge. Coffee and 
snacks will be available at 
no charge. Wine tastings, 
glasses and bottles of wine 
will be available for sale.

• 6 to 9 p.m., Shelton 
Vineyards, 286 Cabernet 
Lane, Dobson, will host 
its summer concert series 
featuring Too Much Sylvia. 
Advance tickets are $20, 
with day-of tickets costing 
$25. For more information, 
call 336-366-4724 or visit 
www.sheltonvineyards.com.

From page 19
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June 19
• MenaRick Vineyard and 

Winery, 328 Luffman Road, 
Ronda, will host Father’s Day 
Special. Dads receive compli-
mentary wine tasting (glass 
not included).

July 2
• 2 to 5 p.m., Carolina 

Heritage Winery, 170 Heri-
tage Vines Way, Elkin, will 
host a Celtic Jam Session. 
Visitors can bring instru-
ments or sit and listen. The 
jam will be outside, weather 
permitting, so those attend-
ing should bring a lawn chair. 
Picnics are welcome. There 
is no cover charge, and coffee 
and snacks will be available at 
no charge. Wine tastings and 
glasses and bottles of wine 
will be available for sale.

July 8
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-

vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, 
will host its Wine-Down Fri-
day night featuring The Spe-
cial Occasion Band. Admis-
sion is $15, $10 for wine club 
members.

July 16
• 2 to 5 p.m., Carolina 

Heritage Winery, 170 Heri-
tage Vines Way, Elkin, will 
host Burch Station Bluegrass 
Jam Session. Visitors are wel-
come to bring an instrument 
or just sit back and listen to 
bluegrass, old-time and other 
music. The event will be 
outside, weather permitting, 
and those attending should 
bring lawn chairs and a picnic 
if desired. No cover charge. 
Coffee and snacks will be 
available at no charge. Wine 
tastings, glasses and bottles 
of wine will be available for 
sale.

• MenaRick Vineyard and 
Winery, 328 Luffman Road, 
Ronda, will host Saturday 
Wine Special. Visitors can 
bring a picnic to the vineyard 

and receive $5 off each bottle 
purchased to compliment the 
picnic.

• 6 to 9 p.m., Shelton Vine-
yards, 286 Cabernet Lane, 
Dobson, will host its summer 
concert series featuring Ken 
Knox & Company, former 
members of the Chairmen 
of the Board. Cost is $20 in 
advance, or $25 for day-of 
tickets. For more information, 
call 336-366-4724 or visit 
www.sheltonvineyards.com.

• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-
vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, will 
host The Embers as a benefit 
for the Davidson Medical 
Ministries. Tickets can be 
purchased from a DMM 
board member, or to sponsor 
contact a board member.

See EVENTS | 22



July 23
• Adagio Vineyards, 139 

Benge Drive, Elkin, will host 
a coaster class during which 

participants will make four 
custom tile coasters with 
their own photos. The class 
includes a glass of wine. For 
more information, call 336-
258-2333 or visit www.ada-
giovineyards.com.

July 29
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weathervane 

Winery, 1452 Welcome Arca-
dia Road, Lexington, will host 
its Wine-Down Friday night 
featuring Mark Tuttle Boogie 
Nights. Admission is $5.

Aug. 12
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weathervane 

Winery, 1452 Welcome Arca-
dia Road, Lexington, will host 
its Wine-Down Friday night 
featuring Mark Tuttle Boogie 
Nights. Admission is $5.

Aug. 26
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-

vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, 
will host its Wine-Down Fri-
day night featuring Motown 
Review. Admission is $15, 
$10 for wine club members.

Sept. 9
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-

vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, 
will host its Wine-Down 
Friday night featuring Mark 
Tuttle Boogie Nights. Admis-
sion is $5.

Sept. 16
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-

vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, 
will host its Wine-Down 
Friday night featuring Part 

Time Party Time Band. 
Admission is $15, $10 for 
wine club members.

Oct. 28
• 7 to 10 p.m., Weather-

vane Winery, 1452 Welcome 
Arcadia Road, Lexington, 
will host Halloween at the 
Winery featuring Mark Tuttle 
Boogie Nights. Admission 
is $5.
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Where all five senses are met With 
Exceptional Elegance

336-258-2333 •www.adagiovineyards.com • 139 Benge Drive • Elkin, NC 28621

15th Annual Yadkin Valley Wine Festival
Saturday, May 21, 2016

11 am-5pm
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15th Annual

Yadkin Valley Wine 
Auction & Gala

Friday, May 20, 2016
6-10:30 PM

The Liberty Main Street Elkin

For information:
Yadkin Valley

Chamber of Commerce
336-526-1111

Elkin Municipal Park Hwy 268 Elkin
Take exit 82 or 85 off of I-77 and follow the signs

A case of wine will be given away every hour to lucky festival goers

Wine tasting tickets are $30 at the gate or $22 in advance 
Tickets can be ordered from: Eventbrite.com

From page 21
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Looking to Buy or Sell 
in NC Wine Country?

www.ElkinRealEstate.com

(336) 526-1155

SOLD170 Heritage Vines Way
Elkin, NC 28621

(on Hwy 268 – 3 mi east of I-77 - Exit 85)

(336) 366-3301

Regular Music Events include:
    Celtic Jam – 1st Saturday each month

Bluegrass Jam – 3rd Saturday each month

First USDA-Certified Organic
Vineyard & Winery in the Southeast!

And our wines are Vegan-Friendly & Gluton-Free!

By Louis Jeroslow 

When I was gratefully asked to 
write again for “Winemaker’s Corner” 
I asked, “what topic should be the 
focus?” The answer was simply an echo 
of the general theme to this column, 
which is stories from a winemaker’s 
unique perspective. I have recently had 
some moments that definitely qualify 
as uniquely from a winemaker’s per-
spective.

The old saying goes, 
“the story is the land, 
the storyteller is the 
wine.” Location, cultiva-
tion, and precipitation 
write the chapters. 
Truly, each vintage 
begins with the first 
pruning cut. The weath-
er plays out like a musi-
cal track that’s recorded 
in the grapes’ structure 
as well. As a winemaker 
I am listening for the 
first whispers to gently 
help bring a voice to the Earth and the 
Sun. Sometimes the best course is to 
stay out of the way. Provide a nurtur-
ing environment and let the vintage 
shine. Sometimes there is opportunity 
to assist through technique, method, 
and understanding of the chemistry.

It is a dialogue and a dance.

Much of my time in the winery 
and barrel room is solitary. However, 
I’m never alone there. The wines are 
there. They are living, breathing, 
growing, and maturing. Constant 
care is required to guide them, pro-
tect them, and deliver them securely 
into bottles. The relationship 
between the winemaker and the wine 
is sometimes like teacher and student. 
Except the roles have a way of switch-

ing back and forth.
In the barrel room is a 

place I feel transported 
through time. There 
are methods that I use 
to cultivate and mature 
the wine in French oak 
barrels that are bor-
rowed from centuries 
of history in Europe. 
Then, at other times, 
I use a candle flame to 
ignite preservative sul-
fur dioxide gas which is 
a practice traced back 
to ancient Egypt. When 

quietly working among the barrels like 
that I feel a direct connection to those 
monks and craftspeople.

Recently, the moment resurfaced that 
has always been uniquely striking to 
me as a winemaker. Each year a wine 
must get a new label indicating the vin-
tage year and any differences in detail 

such as alcohol percentage that can 
fluctuate each season. Once the wines 
are bottled there is a long process of 
labeling all of the wine. As with many 
things here it is all done by hand grad-
ually as the wine of a particular year 
is sold. Then inevitably it happens. 
The last bottle of a particular vintage 
gets its label. That version of label is 
“retired” and in that moment becomes 
a powerful symbol to me. That label 
will never grace a bottle again. Because 
that wine will never exist ever again.

The winter pruning, spring thinning, 
summer training, and fall harvest are 
memories. The weather of that vin-
tage has played its tune. Dialogue and 
dance have coaxed the story from the 
grapes. In the candlelit barrel room 
ancient shadows guided us. At last 
the retired label gets put away forever. 
That wine will never exist again. The 
NEW vintage has its story to tell.

Louis Jeroslow is co-owner and 
winemaker at Elkin Creek Vineyard.

Winemaker’s                           Corner

There are methods 
that I use to cultivate 
and mature the wine 
in French oak barrels 
that are borrowed from 
centuries of history in 
Europe. 

Louis Jeroslow,
Winemaker and autrhor
of Winemaker’s Corner
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